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From left, Barbara Rodriguez-Socarras, Karolina Kurkova,
Narciso Rodriguez and Rachel Weisz




Onthe -
terrace

NARCISO RODRIG L._,_ GUARDS hIQ FAM
RECIPES L 'KE NEXT SE AbD\J S DESIG
WILLIAM NORWICH GETS HIM :’“‘J -"l_ THE BEANS.

Photographs by BEN WATTS
Styled by MIMI LOMBARDO

ven when he was a mere student at Parsons School of
Design, Narciso Rodriguez was famous.

At the ume, the early 1980’s, he was known not for his
sleek minimalism (which has since earned him the 1op
award from the Council of Fashion Designers of America
for two years in a row) but for his cooking. Really. Which
is not 1o say that this only son of a New Jersey
longshoreman and his wife, who immigrated from Cuba

in 1956, did not show abundant promise at Parsons — hus senior project,
awoven suede sweatshirt with matching pants, was a keeper. But what
people talked about when thev talked about Narciso Rodriguez were his
black-beans-and-rice parties held on Saturday nights at h1s triend
Diane’s house in the city.

“I was sull commuung from New Jersey,” he savs, “but would spend
the night.”

The. recipe, a family secret — until now — was handed down to the
son from his father, Narciso Rodriguez Sr., who 1s, on this evening, in
the kitchen of his son’s chic Chelsea penthouse cooking beans and rice
— or congi, in Spanish — along with boliche, a pot roast stuffed with
sausage; fish grilled on the terrace; a green salad; and, for dessert, flan.

‘The grand ﬂzmero they call me, the etder Rodriguez says, and
smiles over his son’s hot Miele stove. The designer’s mother, alas, 1s
home with a bad back.

In a notebook on a nearby shelf are more secret family recipes,
courtesy of Narciso’s beloved Tia Bertha, his father’s sister. “Before she
died, I had her write down ail her tecipes,” Narciso says, opening the
book and pointing out highlights like chicken and rice cooked with beer
and another dish whose name translates 1o “old clothes” — a skirt steak
boued in garlic and tomato sauce unul the meat becomes as “stringlike
as old rope,” the designer says.

“Qld Cuban food is the best,” his father says, checking on his roast.
“The new Cubans cook different.”

“Like in Mianm,” the son explains. “Trendy stuff. You know, fusion.”

The elder Rodriguez takes comfort in the fact that Narciso has not
gone the way of many other second-generation Cubans; the only thing
nouvelle around here is the acquisition and renovation of the one-
bedroom apartment, a tidy achievement of architecrural geomertry

William Norwich is the editor of Style & Entertaining.
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The photographer Insz van Lamsweerde, top lefi. basks in a festive glow. Top cémer: he westwarg view of the ving
room, Above. Karaling Kurkova ¢ooks in the kdchen with the Naraiso Fodriguezes, father and son.
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accomplished wath the help of the interior designer Joe ['Urse, and the
expansive terrace wich help from the landscape designer Miguel Pons

“Marcieo cooks 2ood,” his father stares proudly,

The zon rises on hus toes and kisses hit father on the crowm ol ho head.

Guests amve: the television news producer Carole Badziwill, the
timmaker Darren Aronofsly, the aceress Rachel Weise, MNarciso's aiscer
Barbara Rodripuez-Socarras, the fashion public reladons execunve
Veronika Borchers and che photogrmaphen Inez van Lamswesrde and
Vinoodh Matadin, smong others. Isabel and Ruben Toledo come hearing a
bottle of Malta Haruey: "The Sparush Champagne,” Ruben explaing

The model Karaling Kurkova arrives in the kitchen. Like most of the
wamen, excepr [nez and [sabel Toledo, who is in a dress of her own de SIET,
Ls Kurkowa is weanng something from Marciso®s fall collection. Standing
next 0o hos facher, she directs some Bashion commentary to the designe:
“The heels are too low™ she staces, L'!Eﬁpi?t towering i five-in h heels
"Look," she says, litting up on her toes, still in the shoes, "s2¢ how much
berter the dress looks wath more be=l? lr makes z difference ™

All eves study the advanced curve of her behind and the fall of her skire
refashioned by the exera inch of height

Marciso srmiles. Y Nineteen and nich," he says

Bur the supermodel has moved on, giving up on elevation to dip, or ey
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to dip, into the elder Rodriguez’s beans and rics, telling him how much
she hikes 1o ear and 1o cook. Her specialty is potao pancakes, “the Czech
way,” she proclaims chauvinisocally,

Passing by, Weisz quips, “Dressed by Rodriguez, fed by Rodrigues.™

Weisz, the star of “The Shapc of Things,” both onstage and on the silve
screen, is expected to swar in Neil LaBute's producnon of Smindberg’s
“Miss Julie” next year. She s one of Narciso's lavorite people

The designer beholds her as if he were taking a long sip of water after a
drv day of urban torture, Then he declares dinner 15 served on the rerrace,
as the sun ses, Throughout che year, even when home alone, ¢
and fitness-conscious Narciso gnlls his dinner on the terrace. "In the
santer, [ usually entertan indoors by the fire. But the weather has been so

e health-

weird larely that lase November [ had a dinner parry on the terrace.”

Afrer che [lan comes dancing, led by La Kurkova, the Toledas and the
devoted scampering of Narciso's three doge
Wtz compliments the co “T'm
katchen,” she confesses. "1 can't cook, excepr omeleds,”

Thar's a beginning,” Narciso St says.

"Who is going to marry a gitl who can't cook?™ Weisz wonders

'‘Buy a cookbook,” he advises, “and come o New [ersey, and well el
you evervihung else.” B

; ;
the meal very msecure in the
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