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A house becomes a home when a connoisseur
finds an architectural gem hiding in the woods.

BY NEWELL TURNER | PHOTOGRAPMHS sy UARY Mcleop

EIGHT YEARS AGO, ANITA CALERO, 2« Manhatan based photographer. drove our 1o
the East End Inoking tor somerhing “small and srudio lofe-like”™ Atrer years of weekends
upstace New York, she had binally derermined to find her place in che Hampmns

Buried in the woods on the border becween Easr Hampron and The Springs, she found an
archirecrural gem. In ehe carly "6is, Richard Bender. an archirecr, had buile a moderatcly priced
modernist weekend house for himselt Then, as now, staking a real esrare ¢laim in ehe Hamprons
rook some creanve planning. Bender purchased, wirh a group of associares, 3 20-acre paree! of
land 1n rhe woods and subdivided 10 inre smaller lows for each parry. He chen buile his house as a
model for the others o tollow. This progressive subdivision was calied "Ameniry”

Alasrair Gordon explores the vibrane history of modern loving in the Hamprons in fus book
Westend Urgpia (Princeron Aschircerural Press). “The Amenity houses were designed using 2
modular sysrem, standard building pares, and prefabncared framimg 1o save cosrs. The 850-square
toor houses bad small sun decks, Japanese-sryle landscaping, and cosr less than 513000 10 build
(including fuenirure and landscaping bur withour central hearing),” Gordon says.

Whrapped on rwo sides by walls of glass, the house snll evoked the spinir of indoerbutdoor
living when Calero found ir. Time and rhe weather, though, had nor been 5o kund o the “attord-
able” marcnials wich whoch 10was buile

One with Nature | Wandee walle {orposiTe) five o suer of the bovee. Dl oxtensd lrvang araar sy the minsmser: Steps
Sead o I&.‘gw&éw e Calm and ﬁvﬁ'}m&r .-'hfguﬂ' Fonr tvtallad bovdder by cnchor wm)fmm e Fovine Ser Benorret
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“Laoking at history, we can really predict the future of
color,” says Reneé Hytry, vice president of design al the
Formica Corporation. “It works in 10 year swings in terms
of color trends” Hytry thinks people don'i usually want
what their mother had, but what they find new and excit-
ing s often something their grandmother knew, 5 “We
see the current decade moving toward a cooler environ-
ment with splashes of color” she adds. "Formica's new
“Solidz” collection 15 built on natural colors with compli-
mentary pops of bright retro colors like blue, red, purple
and yellow, There's also a particular interest in materials
by way of the '50s and "a0s" 9| Formica recently intro-
duced two laminates In a cork pattern: Corkboard and
Seasoned Corkboard, Circular brushed patterns in Buffed
Aluminum and Buffed Nicke| have also been added to the
collections (call BOO-FORMICA for the nearest dealer),
offering a complementary edge to the natural patterns
and colors. § Formica and laminates have advanced
since the heady days of experimental houses and house
kits. Laminates have gone from countertops and cabinets
to the fleor. Architects like Richard Bender would have
a flield day with the colors and patterns available
today-one might say the ceiling 15 now the limit.

1 re-did 1t over again bur wirh new marsoals,” Calero says,
While the onginal Formica-fronted cabinets were in good
enough shape to keep in place, the plywood on the halt-wall
scpararing the kieehen and the meg Area Was :’::plaq‘.ed wirh @
more fimished Imkmg ash plywoml All of the xl.ding doors
and pine floors were replaced

“Ir had been a purely summicr house,” Calero says, "The ourside
shower was just a hose. And, there was no hear” 5rill using rhe
house primanly in the summer, Calero chrives on the beaury of
narure juse surside ber walls af windows "The house i like 2
tug leaf under so many trees, and 1 live under chat leat” Calero
emphasizes in her sofr Spamsheintlecred Enghsh

The ga;dcn:‘. wiere non-existent unn| Calero srarred respect-

Retro Modern | A fair Prosaé chare Calern foind o Parns Aoeroseroh jorm
fur Eatirrey tables, alf faeony @ belted pond-contury sfa fovimd a0 ABC Carpet and
Hae a'mr‘;.-‘aﬁu’;mm',.-s g Kr.r.l:..::"' Larirene Hane &ﬁar}.l_,lrﬂ#nc Calery .lrFﬂ;rfr.J'
e ﬁ%"l,nfwmf' Lttt a2 ;"wurrf,'r.'r-':'_'1'ﬁ;'§urr.f arh piymond A.l'w{g the rear wigl!
of the kitcten, tée orymal Farmica cabinets (sove] sndl glow See Resarrves
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ru]J}z ;m[:-rf:-ving rhe -:urrol.u'n:hrtgglr.ruuds }\-llHuﬂ Pons, a friend and |:1|‘rds<.;:apc dc.ngr'.cr broughr
in specumen tocks trom as far away as Connecncur Carefully selecred, chey ace as focal poinis
against 1he surtounding lorest Eu:r}' room now has some view of 2 larpe bevilder ourside Calero
speaks of thern reverennally "The big one 18 the hearr of che hause,” she adds.

Belore launching a career 1n phoography, Calero had a very successlul earect as 3 sevlist of
home furnishings. lshuon and jewelry. Like rhe sull liles she's become so known for styling and
pl'u:ecogmphmg,f alera has L‘!‘:c}ught!u.lﬂy Cl‘ll"l'li.,'Cl.‘-lf.'d lrshu: weauld mever call it dt‘-:c}rahﬂg] her hame

In the masrer and guest bedrooms. Pal'acl': of ethmie tabnics hang above ot betade the beds. Ie's
a celebration of subtle rexture and the heady elegance of simpliciey “Joe D50 1 a big intluence
on me. Lalero savs. D'Ursn 2 dc:.in__;nr_r whose career was launched with the hmh'rtci‘u!ugh"
touch movement i the 705, has recemily retugned o che design hmelight

Tn many wavs, one could say thar thys honse was acrually buslc for Catero, who came 1o the
thampeons looking for 4 home rhae would re-connecr her ra the beaury and simiplicury of narure

T:‘unun:f[r_'fy_ chis ambaoicus ligle house was lound and rescored b}’ a kindred spitit,
d







