SEPTEMBER 2000

& OUNLr

THE LUXURY ISSUE NS

VERA'WANG e

-

BADGLEY MISCHKA ™., .~ /71 = :
FINE JEWELS. AN o 4 )
DREAM CARS ' T 5 - g1
WILLENE DE KOONING - - Lo
','_BESTOF NEWYORK e v -

" ( s -._ f v .'f ’ T v 1y i :r, 1 e . s B
2 £ '4._ = f’ ‘-‘ P - it RERE o L\ ol i Fr ' Fid B
B s <o ¥ a1 f =4 ] &3 kv I ; (i3
3 ¥ ¥ g ..l ot * ¢ ; " 4 J i - L=
Y el " ! gl : !
e y g b = Ve : | . o ¥ Wk
d! i R
A W _f . o e &
i v L1 = _
£ LR Oy "
53 b iy
i I'.I‘ ! T
; E s
2 A




One House,
Many Gardens

BY MARTHA BAKER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHUCK BAKER

hen landscape artist Miguel Pons

and his partner found their 1880’s
farmhouse in the Hamptons, it was love at first
sight. Although the house 1tself 1s small, Pons who
has had is own business for two years, realized that
both the house itself and the outside areas were
filled with possibilities. Because the house lacks
interior space, the outdoor areas have become
important extensions of the house itself. With
thoughtful reconfiguration, consummate good
taste, and magically green fingers, Pons and his
partner have literally transformed their outdoor

and indoor living areas in just a short time.

An urn filled with tall, exuberant grape ivy stands at the far
corner of the bluestone paving surrounding Miguel Pons’ swimming
pool. This planting serves as a visual divider between the pool and
garden area, surrounded by lovely perennial beds.
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== _An inviting, white picket fence, in perfect harmony with
'ﬁ',ﬁﬁe 19th century farmhouse, leads to Pons’ recently
= f =
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= installed pool and sunn}r*gardep.
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When they first boughe the farmhouse, it had a sunroom on the
front. First order of business was to knock down the wall to the
sunroom, incorporating the space into their living room. Today,
the outside area immediately-adjacent to the living room is called
the sunroom, even though it isn’t anymore. This “sunroom” is
now gravelled courtyard, surrounded by a hedge and surewn with
bright mercury balls, a playful riff on a Zen garden that somehow
evokes a childrens” plavground. They chose gravel for this area

o "because its shade reflects that of the sisal carpering useé] indoors,
carrying the feel of the interior ourdoors and creanng a sense of

X “berween borh arcas. ‘ ol —
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ded lagp ~the screened-in porch Was | Tiek 3 .

week. To-ail’ S ENC QU REn ST cden mom, where life as =
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lived as many hours as possibic dur_ng the warm months. Ic’s
where meals get earen, the paper gets read, where guests are
eniértained and the chree pugs of the houschold -are kepe
amusgd. The dark, wooden !_f.;l.ddncsian $ofa, dining table and
chaird and armchairs, all from John Regers, are just right with che |
room’s dark floor planks. Batlied in bright Hamprons light, chis |
room has a laid-back, plantation feel. [
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The pool arca was dease woodland. Afrer it was cleared of trees and
Brush, Pons installed the pool and creared a perennial garden. Splashed
with sunshine and paved with blucstone, its white wooden gate an apen
invitation, the poal and its sirrounding lawn and garden look amarnngly,
as thedigh they have always been there

Miguel's favorite among the discrete ourdoor living ropms is the shade
garden, his favodie kind of garden 10 design. Filled with 2 collection of
casi-off and lefuover plants gleaned from his landscaping clicars, this gar-
den B mature and thriving,

Two other gurden areas, the gde garden and the mock garden, now
occupy spice thar was formerly the driveway, which Pons and his partner
shortened so they would not have to lookyout on cars. “Today, the area,
planced with an unusual hydrangea Pons first sporred in England,
hydianges sspern, slong with @ lush mix of annuals and perennials, now
contang & small dining area. With i uncxpecied, bnght red mable and
chairs, a vivid splash of color amid the denge greenery of the plans, itis
an irresisoble space for dining or schmoomng or jost plun sitting. Pons
likes the bright red =0 much he’s now contemplaring his pool fumiture,
Clearly, » designer’s work s never done ... @
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s painted a surprising-

bright shade of red
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